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AIMS AND SCOPE
The research we are developing now is a very ambitious one, but necessary and feasible. There is already a long history of 
investigation about the Protohistoric occupation of the region comprised between the Tagus and the Mondego rivers. But, 
despite the existence of a very interesting amount of empirical data, this data is not evenly distributed along the territory, neither 
quantitatively nor qualitatively.
With this project, we pursue the construction of an explanation model for the evolution of the strategies and modes of occupation 
and economic use of a vast territory, but with a closer look to a more restrict regional area, the Middle Tagus basin, a region we 
investigate since the 1990s. This endeavour can be materialized in a set of specific objectives, from a rigorous collection of the 
available empirical data and the definition of the relevant descriptive criteria necessary to the subsequent analytical process, to 
the extensive knowledge of the resources that existed to be exploited by each community in different periods of the chronological 
framework and in distinct geographical and geomorphological settings.

THE EMPIRICAL BACKGROUND
The first large project to be undertaken in our study area was the one conducted by Raquel Vilaça during the late 1980s and the early 1990s, centred in the eastern part of the area (the Beira Interior). 
We may consider her research as a milestone in the process of knowledge acquisition regarding the regional protohistoric past, with a fundamental influence over the following investigation. This 
influence is very well quantified by the growth of projects we saw in the last two decades, although showing some tendency towards a more confined geographic or thematic scope.
The Middle Tagus region received the attention of the researchers from the middle of the 1980s, and especially during the last decade of the twentieth century and the years of the current one, 
centred at the Instituto Politécnico de Tomar and the Mação’s Instituto Terra e Memória. Several sites were recognized and excavated, but a lot of work remained unfinished, mainly concerning the 
systematization of the territorial data and the production of an evolutionary and explanatory model. On the other side, much of the information gathered covers only a fraction of the period under 
investigation, its beginning (the Late Bronze Age). Unfortunately, the empirical data related to most of the first millennium BCE (the Iron Age and the Roman Conquest phase) is still very scarce and only 
three years ago we started the systematic study of an Iron Age walled settlement in this region.
In what concerns to the westernmost part of the study area and the majority of the lands to the south of the Tagus, the outlook is not better: there is a lot of information not very well systematized 
(especially in the Lisbon area) or very good data from a specific territory (the Santarém area and its vicinity). This vast region has received the attention of researchers such as João Luís Cardoso, Ana 
Margarida Arruda, Elisa de Sousa, and João Pimenta, among others. However, in most of the cases the compilation and analysis of the available data rarely goes further than the empirical material 
basis, although the research team directed by Ana Arruda has already produced several territorial analytical studies but focused on the Iron Age.
In short, there is by now a lot of information and research effort on the Protohistoric settlement patterns of the Iberian West-Central area but most of it was produced outside of a systematic regional 
investigation framework or, being this the case, without enough chronological extent to allow a better understanding of the evolution of the occupation of the territory.
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METHODOLOGY
The methodology applied to this investigation is guided by two main goals, the acquisition and analysis of the 
empirical information, and the creation of the explanatory model. For the accomplishment of the first goal, raw data 
was gathered into a database of loci chronologically linked to the period of time under scrutiny, a relational database 
constructed from scratch that contains relevant geographical, geomorphological and economical information 
necessary to the development of an archaeogeographical approach.
The analytical process is based on the most recent techniques and methods of Geographic Information Systems, 
whose results are assessed in the context of the historical evolution of the exploitation of the territory. All the entries 
of the database are classified under a system of evaluation of the confidence degree of the available information. 
The analysis of the empirical basis is more detailed in the Middle Tagus basin, the region where we have been 
working since the late twentieth century.
The final explanatory model of the occupation strategies in the different geographic settings and of their historical 
evolution will rely on the results of the analytical methodology but must integrate a very strong interpretive factor, 
because we consider historical modelling as a fundamentally interpretive process.

EXPECTED RESULTS
As we stated before, despite a considerable amount of archaeological data already collected, there is still a lot of 
work to be done in the investigation of the Protohistory of the west-central area of the Iberian Peninsula. To be a little 
more specific, we lack a broad spectrum approach that covers the exploitation of a large territory in a way similar to 
what was already done in other regions of the Iberian Peninsula, where studies starting in the Late Bronze Age and 
ending when the Roman Empire was firmly established are common. The investigation we are developing is the first 
one that will result in a archaeogeographical approach of the Protohistoric past of this region, a study that covers a 
period of time of more than one millennium, a period of time in which several stages of transformation are perceived, 
some of global expression, others with just a limited incidence. This project is not about the systematization of 
aspects related to the evolution of material culture but will use that sort of information to calibrate the territorial data, 
mainly at the chronological level and to estimate the functional economic specialization of some sites.
At the end of our investigation, we may expect to have produced a model that responds to the following central 
questions:

• The pattern of use of the landscapes from the end of the Bronze Age (c. 1200 BCE) to the consolidation of 
the Roman conquest (c. 50 CE) and its evolution, considering features such as the election of topographic 
places (hills, slopes, valleys, etc.), the existence or not of defensive/delimitation artificial structures, the 
control of the immediate surroundings, the control of the communal territory through participation in 
supralocal and interregional networks, among others;

• A fine characterization of the economic potential of the different regional territories and an evaluation of the 
use of that potential along the period under investigation;

• An assessment of the causes and processes of formation of ethnically differentiated communities during the 
Iron Age, and, if feasible, to determine the boundaries/frontiers between those communities by using not only 
data derived from the material culture components but also the geographical information produced by the 
analytical methodology;

• And, the impact of some already perceived global transformations (the Semitic colonial expansion, the 
westward movement and settlement of groups originated in the north and northeast regions of the Iberian 
Peninsula, and the Roman Conquest process) in the disruption and reorganization of the settlement patterns 
and the economic use of the territories.
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